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FOREWORD 

 

One of the most significant changes introduced to Kenya's governance framework under the 

constitution 2010 dispensation is the creation of 47 county governments with responsibilities 

in agriculture, health, trade, roads, county planning and other functions. Under the 

Constitution, the National and County Governments are distinct but interdependent. The 

County government is composed of the Governor, County Executive Committee and County 

Assembly. The County Government responsibilities and functions are specifically spelt out 

under the Fourth Schedule of the Constitution. The County Executive Committee is 

expected to supervise the administration and delivery of services to citizens as well as 

conceptualize and implement policies. The County Assembly is a legislative organ and will 

play an oversight role on all county public institutions including the urban areas and cities.  

 

The Constitution of Kenya 2010, County Government Act 2012, Kenya Vision 2030 and its 

Second Medium Term Plan (2013-2017) provide the foundation for the preparation of the 

first County Integrated Development Plans (CIDPs) for all the 47 counties in the Republic of 

Kenya. The CIDP is meant to assist the County Governments in prioritization of local socio-

economic development issues. It provides the baseline information which will guide the 

execution of this function.  

 

The process of preparing the CIDPs was a consultative engagement. The projects and 

programmes proposed in the CIDP were identified through various consultative forums at 

the county level. It is expected that increased participation by a wide cross-section of the 

people during identification, planning, implementation and monitoring and evaluation of 

projects and programmes will enhance the goal of devolution of realizing social, political 

and economic development 

 

 

H.E David Nkedianye, PhD 

Governor, Kajiado County 
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 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

The CIDP 2013-2017 is the first integrated Plan under the devolved Government. The CIDP 

articulates the medium term policies and objectives which are further translated into short 

term strategies, programmes and projects to be implemented under the Medium Term 

Expenditure Framework (MTEF).  

 

This CIDP 2013-2017 has eight chapters. Chapter one provides background information of 

the county in terms of its area, administrative divisions, main physical features, demographic 

features, settlement patterns and a brief description of various sectors. 

 

Chapter two gives an analysis of the main challenges facing the county; development issues, 

causes, development objectives and strategies. A SWOT analysis of each cross cutting issue 

is also provided. Finally a detailed matrix giving an analysis of major development issues, 

their causes, objectives and the proposed strategies and targets are discussed. 

 

Chapter three contains the County spatial framework; Spatial planning identifies 

development projects and programmes and locates them on specific areas in the county 

where they will be implemented. 

 

Chapter four identifies the linkages of the CIDP with other plans like Vision 2030, Medium 

Term Plan II, sectoral plans, MDGs and the Constitution of Kenya. 

 

Chapter five identifies the institutional framework and provides an organizational flow chart 

required for implementing the County Integrated Development Plan. 

 

Chapter six gives the resource mobilization framework that should include strategies for the 

following: revenue raising, asset management, financial management, capital financing, and 

accountability. 

 

Chapter seven provides details of programmes and projects that will be implemented in the 

County. These include details of strategic priorities addressed, measurable indicators of 

performance and budgets for the programmes and projects. 

 

Chapter eight outlines how programmes and projects will be monitored and evaluated in 

compliance with section 108(1)(c) of the County Government Act. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHAPTER ONE:  

 

 

COUNTY BACKGROUND IN FORMATION  
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1.0 Introduction 

This chapter gives background information on the socio-economic and infrastructural status 

of the county. It provides a description of the county in terms of the location, size, 

physiographic and natural conditions, demographic profiles as well as the administrative and 

political units. In addition, it provides information on infrastructure and access; land and 

land use; community organizations/non-state actors; crop, livestock and fish production; 

forestry, environment and climate change; mining; tourism; employment and other sources 

of income;  water and sanitation; health access and nutrition,  education and literacy, trade, 

energy, housing, transport and communication, community development and social welfare. 

Detailed data is presented in the fact sheet at the end of this document. 

 

1.1 Location and Size 

Kajiado County is located in the southern part of Kenya. It borders Nairobi County to the 

North East, Narok County to the West, Nakuru and Kiambu Counties to the North, Taita 

Taveta County to the South East, Machakos and Makueni Counties to the North East and 

east respectively, and the Republic of Tanzania to the South. It is situated between 

Longitudes 360 5ô and 370 5ô East and between Latitudes 10 0ô and 30 0ô South. The county 

covers an area of 21,900.9 square kilometres (Km
2
).  
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Map 1: Location of the County in Kenya 

 

Source: Survey of Kenya, 2014 
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1.2 Physiographic and Natural Conditions 

 

1.2.1 Physical and Topographic Features 

The main physical features of Kajiado County are plains, valleys and occasional volcanic 

hills ranging from an altitude of 500 metres above sea level at Lake Magadi to 2500 metres 

above sea level in Ngong Hills. Topographically, the county is divided into three different 

areas namely; Rift Valley, Athi Kapiti plains and Central Broken Ground. 

 

The Rift Valley is a low depression on the western side of the county running from north to 

south. It is made up of steep faults giving rise to plateau, scarps and structural plains. The 

depression has important physical features such as Mount Suswa and Lake Magadi. The lake 

has substantial deposits of soda ash and it is commercially exploited. The altitude ranges 

between 600 and1740metres above sea level. 

 

The Athi Kapiti Plains consist mainly of gently undulating slopes, which become rolling and 

hilly towards the Ngong hills.  The altitude ranges from 1580 to 2460 metres above sea 

level. The hills are the catchment areas for Athi River, which is fed by Mbagathi and 

Kiserian tributaries.   

 

The Central Broken Ground is an area stretching 20-70 kilometres wide from the north-

eastern boarder across the county to the southwest where altitude ranges from 1220 to 2073 

metres above sea level. 

 

1.2.2 Ecological Conditions 

The county consists of three geological regions: quaternary volcanic, Pleistocene and 

basement rock soils. Alluvia soils are also found in some areas. Quaternary Volcanic soil is 

found in the Rift Valley. Basement System Rocks which comprise various gneisses, cists, 

quartzite and crystalline limestone, are found mainly along the river valleys and some parts 

of the plains. Pleistocene soils are found in the inland drainage lake system around Lake 

Amboseli. Quarrying of building materials is also done within the county. 

 

Most  rivers in the eastern part of the Rift Valley drain toward the east while those within 

the floor of the valley are restricted to the small depressions and lakes that have no major 

outlets. it is within this region that lake Magadi is found.  

The occurrence of ground water depends on climate, topography as well as origin of the 

underlying rocks. Ground water yields vary throughout the county from 0.01 to 35.77 cubic 

metres per hour. Average ground water is reported as good quality and is used for domestic, 

livestock and irrigation purposes. High yielding springs are found on the slopes of Mt. 

Kilimanjaro with an average yield of 20m³/hr to 50m³/hr. Other sources of water for 
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domestic and livestock use are sub surface sources such as water pans, dams and shallow 

wells. 

 

The amount of surface water varies from area to area. Vegetation type in the county is 

determined by altitude, soil type and rainfall. In many instances it has been modified by 

animal and human activity. Grazing, browsing, charcoal burning, extraction of fuel wood 

and cultivation are the major causes of vegetation reduction. In the lower parts of Mt. 

Kilimanjaro, indigenous trees have been cleared to create room for agriculture. Vegetation is 

scarce in low altitude areas and increases with altitude. Ground cover throughout the county 

varies seasonally with rainfall and grazing intensity. Canopy cover ranges from less than 1% 

on heavily settled areas to about 30% on steep hills. 

 

The county boasts of a wide range diverse fauna and flora. The animals include Wild Beasts, 

Gazelles, Zebras, Warthogs, Hyenas, Giraffes, Elephants, Lions, Leopards and Elands and 

diverse bird species.  Areas designed for game reserves are; Amboseli National Park which 

covers a total of 392Km
2
 and Chyulu conservation area which is 445Km

2
. These areas fall 

within range lands. 

 

1.2.3 Climatic conditions 

The county has a bi-modal rainfall pattern. The short rains fall between October and 

December while the long rains fall between March and May. There is a general rainfall 

gradient that increases with altitude. The bimodal rainfall pattern is not uniform across the 

County. The long (March to May) rains are more pronounced in the western part of the 

County while the short (October to December) rains are heavier in the eastern part. The 

rainfall amount ranges from as low as 300mm in the Amboseli basin to as high as 1250mm 

in the Ngong hills and the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro.  

 

Temperatures vary both with altitude and season. The highest temperatures of about 34
0
C 

are recorded around Lake Magadi while the lowest of 10
0
C is experienced at Loitokitok on 

the eastern slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro. The coolest period is between July and August, while 

the hottest months are from November to April. 

 

1.3 Administrative and political units  

 

1.3.1 Administrative Units (Sub-counties, Divisions and Locations) 

The county is divided into five administrative sub-counties namely: Kajiado Central, 

Kajiado North, Loitokitok, Isinya and Mashuuru, with a total of 17 administrative divisions. 

Table 1 shows the countyôs area and administrative units by sub-county. 
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Table 1: Area and administrative units by Sub-counties 

Sub-county Area (Km
2
) No. of Divisions No. of Locations 

Kajiado North (combined with 

West) 

6,344.9 4 30 

Kajiado Central (includes parts of 

West) 

5,186.0 3 32 

Isinya  1,056.0 2 16 

Mashuuru  2,903.0 2 11 

Loitokitok  6,411 6 16 

Total 21, 900.9 17 105 

Source: County Commissioner, Kajiado, 2013 

 

Map 2: Countyôs Administrative/ Political Units 
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1.3.2 Political units (constituencies, electoral wards) 

There are five constituencies in the county, namely: Kajiado North, Kajiado Central, 

Kajiado East, Kajiado West and Kajiado South. The county has 25 county wards. Table 2 

shows population  by constituency.  

 

Table 2: Countyôs Electoral Wards by Constituency 

 Constituency Population(2009 Census) No. of wards 

1 Kajiado North 202,651 5 

2 Kajiado Central 102,978 5 

3 Kajiado East 137,254 5 

4 Kajiado West 106,933 5 

5 Kajiado South 137,496 5 

 Total 687,312 25 

Source: Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission, Kajiado, 2013  

 

1.4 Demographic Features 

This section provides population projections, based on the 2009 Kenya Population and 

Housing Census. The section also presents population projections for the years 2012, 2015 

and 2017 with an estimated county population growth rate of 5.5%. 

 

1.4.1 Population Size and Composition 

The county has an annual population growth rate of 5.5 percent with population in 2012 

estimated at 807,069 of which 401,784 were females and 405,285 males. The 2009 

population and population projections for 2012, 2015 and 2017 for the different age cohorts 

is as shown in Table 3. 
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Table 3: Population Projections by Age Cohort 
Age cohort 2009 Census 2012 Projections 2015 Projections 2017 Projections 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

0-4 56172 54591 110763 65959 64103 130062 73415 71348 144763 81712 79412 161124 

5-9 48440 47402 95842 56880 55661 112541 63309 61953 125262 70465 68955 139420 

10-14 40160 39366 79526 47158 46225 93383 52488 51450 103938 58420 57265 115685 

15-19 32318 34114 66432 37949 40058 78007 42238 44586 86824 47012 49625 96637 

20-24 33929 43374 77303 39841 50932 90773 44344 56688 101032 49356 63095 112451 

25-29 35722 36250 71972 41946 42566 84512 46687 47377 94064 51964 52732 104696 

30-34 26909 24084 50993 31598 28280 59878 35169 31477 66646 39144 35034 74178 

35-39 21693 18752 40445 25473 22019 47492 28352 24508 52860 31556 27278 58834 

40-44 15178 12571 27749 17823 14761 32584 19837 16430 36267 22079 18287 40366 

45-49 10912 9402 20314 12813 11040 23853 14262 12288 26550 15873 13677 29550 

50-54 7460 6382 13842 8760 7494 16254 9750 8341 18091 10852 9284 20136 

55-59 5161 4079 9240 6060 4790 10850 6745 5331 12076 7508 5934 13442 

60-64 3716 3508 7224 4363 4119 8482 4857 4585 9442 5406 5103 10509 

65-69 2305 2255 4560 2707 2648 5355 3013 2947 5960 3353 3280 6633 

70-74 1885 2003 3888 2213 2352 4565 2464 2618 5082 2742 2914 5656 

75-79 1083 1159 2242 1272 1361 2633 1415 1515 2930 1575 1686 3261 

80+ 1939 2718 4657 2277 3192 5469 2534 3552 6086 2821 3954 6775 

N/S 164 156 320 193 183 376 214 204 418 239 227 466 

 Total 345146 342166 687312 405285 401785 807070 451092 447197 898289 502077 497742 999819 

Source: KNBS 2009 Population and Housing Census 

 

From table 3 above, the dominant age cohort 0-4 is approximately 16.1 percent of the total 

population whilst the smallest age cohort 80+ is approximately 0.67 percent of the total 

population. The population reduces throughout the age cohorts apart from age cohort 20-24 

and 25-29 which slightly increases. The male-female population ratio is approximately 1:1. 

 

1.4.2 Population of Selected Age Groups 

The county population of selected age groups which include under 1s; under 5s; 6-13 

(primary school going); 14-17 (secondary school going); 15-49 youthful population 15-29, 

(female reproductive; and 15-64 (labour force) is as shown in Table 4 below.  
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Table 4: Population of Selected Age Groups 
Age Group 2009 census 2012 projections 2015 projections 2017 projections 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Under 1 22227 21674 43901 26094 25445 51539 29051 28328 57379 32340 31536 63876 

Under 5 66992 64996 131988 78649 76305 154954 87559 84950 172509 97473 94569 192042 

Primary 

School Age 

6-13 
70732 69417 140149 83039 81496 164535 92447 90728 183175 102915 101002 203917 

Secondary 

School Age 

14-17 
26950 26793 53743 31639 31455 63094 35224 35018 70242 39212 38984 78196 

Youth 

Population 

15-29 
101969 113738 215707 119712 133528 253240 133273 148656 281929 148365 165489 313854 

Female 

Reproductive 

Age  15-49 

- 178547 178547 - 209614 209614 - 233361 233361 - 259786 259786 

Labour 

Force 15-64 
192998 192516 385514 226580 226014 452594 252248 251618 503866 280812 280111 560923 

Aged 

Population 

65+ 

7212 8135 15347 8467 9550 18017 9426 10632 20058 10493 11836 22329 

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, 2013 

 

Under 1 year: The county had 43,901 children in 2009. This population is estimated at 

51,539 children in 2012 and is projected to grow to 57,379 children and 63,876 children in 

2015 and 2017 respectively. This age cohort accounts for 6.3 percent of the total population 

of the county. The population of male child at 50.6 percent is higher than that of the female 

child at 49.4 percent. 

 

Under 5 years: Population of children below five years was 131,988 in 2009 and is 

projected to reach 192,042 in the year 2017. It constitutes 19.2 percent of the total county 

population. Male children are more at 50.8 percent than females at 49.2 percent in this 

cohort. This calls for planning for proper educational foundation by strengthening the early 

childhood education. However these should be integrated with existing primary schools.  

 

Primary School Age (6-13): The school going population between 6 to 13 years was 

140,149 in 2009 and is estimated to reach 203,917 in 2017. This age group constitutes 20.4 

percent of the total county population. The population of male and female in this group is 

50.5 percent and 49.5 percent respectively. This calls for increase in the number of 

classrooms in existing schools and establishment of new primary schools, employ more 

teachers, provision of adequate teaching materials and awareness creation on the importance 

of education. 
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Secondary School Age (14-17): For secondary school age going children, the county had a 

total population of 53,743 in 2009. This constituted 7.8 percent of the total county 

population. This population is projected to reach 78,196 in 2017. This age group constitutes 

50.15 percent male and 49.85 percent female. This is the group which is currently the 

potential labour force. This calls for strategies to improve accessibility to secondary 

education by both boys and girls.  

 

Youthful Population (15-29): The youthful population was 215,707 in 2009 making 31.4 

percent of the total county population. Females are more in this group at 52.7 percent 

compared to males at 47.3 percent. Population in this cohort is projected to reach 281,929 in 

2015 and 313,854 in 2017.  

 

Female Reproductive Age (15-49): This is the child bearing age group. There were 178,547 

females in the year 2009 in this age group and is projected to reach 259,786 in the year 

2017. The females of reproductive age are 52.2 percent of the total female population in the 

county. Adequate resources will need to be allocated to provide quality reproductive and 

other health related services so as to reduce maternal and infant mortality.  

 

Labour Force (15-64): The county productive population stood at 385,514 in 2009 and is 

projected to reach 560,923 in the year 2017. The group constitutes 56.1 percent of the total 

population.  Male are more (50.06 percent) compared to females (49.94 percent). Currently, 

there are limited employments opportunities in the county and efforts need to be intensified 

to create off-farm employment through establishment of small-scale enterprises and 

livestock diversification.  

 

Aged population (65+): The aged population was 15,347 in the year 2009 and is projected 

to reach 22,329 in the year 2017. The group constitutes 2.2 percent of the total population. 

Most of the aged are females constituting 53 percent of the total. This large increase of aged 

population may increase the dependency ratio. The government initiative of funding the old 

(old persons transfer fund) may ease this but increase of employment opportunities and 

incomes to the labour force may be necessary to cushion families of the added burden of 

taking care of the aged parents. 

 

1.4.3 Urban population 

The main urban areas in the county are Kitengela, Ongata Rongai, Kiserian, Ngong, 

Loitokitok, Namanga, Isinya and Kajiado. The 2012 projected urban population in the 

county stands at 191,827 which is 23.8 percent of the total population. The population of 

major urban centres is as shown in Table 5 while Table 6 shows population projections for 

other towns in the county. 
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Table 5: Population Projections by Urban Centres 
Urban Centres 2009 2012 2015 2017 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Kitengela 
30088 28079 58167 35323 32965 68288 39325 36699 76024 43778 40855 84633 

Ongata Rongai 
19271 20907 40178 22624 24545 47169 25187 27325 52513 28039 30420 58459 

Ngong 
52453 51620 104073 61592 60614 122207 68554 67465 136019 76302 75091 151393 

Kajiado Town 
7458 7173 14631 8756 8421 17177 9748 9375 19123 10851 10437 21288 

Total 
109270 107779 217049 128295 126545 254841 142814 140864 283679 158970 156803 315773 

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, 2013 

 

Table 6: Population Projections for other Towns 

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics, 2013 

 

According to the Cities and Urban Areas Act, 2011; an urban area qualifies to be a town if it 

has a population of at least 10,000 people. According to this criteria only Kitengela, Ongata 

Rongai, Ngong, Kiserian and Kajiado are towns based on the 2009 Kenya Population and 

Housing Census. Population projections for 2012 show increase in population thus Isinya, 

Namanga and Loitokitok join the list of towns in the county. By 2017 it is projected that the 

population in each of these urban areas will increase but would still be less than the required 

number to qualify as a municipality which requires a minimum population of 250,000 

(Source: Cities and Urban Areas Act, 2011).  

 

Ngong town holds more of the urban population than any other town in the county with 41 

percent of the total. The other towns are Kitengela with 23 percent, Ongata Rongai with 16 

percent and Kajiado with 6 percent. The male urban population (50.4 percent) is more 

compared to Female urban population (49.6 percent). 

 

Loitokitok and Namanga are border towns along the Kenya and Tanzania border. Ongata 

Rongai, Ngong and Kitengela are most urbanised and serve as residential areas for the 

working population in Nairobi. The urban areas around Nairobi are growing faster compared 

to other urban areas. Although growth is slow in Loitokitok and Namanga, they are 

Towns 2009 2012 2015 2017 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Loitokitok 4645 4565 9210 5453 5359 10813 6071 5966 12037 6758 6642 13401 

Namanga 4684 4382 9066 5499 5144 10643 6122 5727 11849 6815 6376 13191 

Isinya 4765 3905 8670 5594 4584g 10179 6228 5104 11332 6933 5682 12615 

Sultan Hamud 1925 1930 3855 2260 2266 4526 2516 2523 5038 2801 2808 5609 

Bissil 2509 2867 5376 2946 3366 6311 3279 3747 7026 3651 4171 7822 

TOTAL  18528 17649 36177 21752 16135 42472 24216 23067 47282 26958 25679 52638 
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productive areas with a lot of economic potential as they serve as connections for the two 

countries. 

 

1.4.4 Population Projections by Constituency 

Kajiado North is the most populated constituency, and the population is expected to keep on 

increasing through the years. Table 7 shows population projections by constituency. 

 

Table 7: Population Projections by Constituency 
Constituency 2009 Census 2012 Projection 2015 Projection 2017 Projection 

Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total Male Female Total 

Kajiado North  101146 101505 202651 118745 119167 237912 132198 132667 264865 147167 147690 294857 

Kajiado Central  50466 52512 102978 59247 61649 120896 65959 68633 134592 73428 76405 149833 

Kajiado East  70779 66474 137254 83095 78040 161135 92508 86882 179390 102983 96720 199703 

Kajiado West  53575 53318 106933 62897 62595 125492 70023 69687 139709 77952 77578 155529 

Kajiado South 68837 68659 137496 80815 80606 161420 89970 89737 179707 100158 99899 200057 

Total  344803 342468 687312 404799 402057 806856 450658 447606 898263 501688 498291 999979 

Source: Kenya National Bureaus of Statistics, 2013 

 

1.4.5  Population density and distribution 

The county had a population density of 31 persons per Km
2
 in 2009 and is expected to 

increase to 46 persons per Km
2
 by 2017. Urban areas have relatively high densities 

compared to rural ones, hence differences in the constituencies as shown in Table below. 

 

Table 8: Population Distribution and Density by Constituency 
Constituency 2009 Census 2012 Projection 2015 Projection 2017 Projection 

Population Density Population Density Population Density Population Density 

Kajiado North  202651 1369 237912 1603 264865 1879 294857 2087 

Kajiado Central  102978 24 120896 29 134592 34 149833 37 

Kajiado East  137254 53 161135 62 179390 72 199703 80 

Kajiado West  106933 14 125492 16 139709 19 155529 21 

Kajiado South 137496 21 161420 25 179707 29 200057 33 

Total 687312 31 806856 37 898263 41 999979 46 

Source: Kenya National Bureaus of Statistics, 2013 

 

Kajiado North constituency with a density of 1,369 persons per Km
2 

is the most densely 

populated. The density is projected to reach 2,087 persons per Km
2 

by 2017. This is due to 

presence of highly populated areas of Rongai, Ngong and Kiserian which are residential 

areas serving the Nairobi City. Kajiado West has a lowest density of 14 persons per Km
2 
due 

to its vast area. The area is sparsely populated due to harsh climatic conditions unfavourable 

for farming and settlement. 
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1.5  Human Development Index (HDI ) 

Human Development Index measures human development based on the following factors; 

long and healthy life, acquisition of knowledge and a reasonable standard of living. These 

factors are measured using life expectancy, literacy rate, enrolment to primary, secondary 

and tertiary level, and per capita income. Other indices used to assess human development 

include; youth development index, gender parity index, human poverty index and gender 

development index. 

 

The difference between human development index (HDI) and human poverty index (HPI) is 

that the former measures development in a given geographical area (country) or population 

group while the latter focuses on the most deprived groups in a country. The county HPI is 

27.0 percent while the HDI is 59.35 percent. 

 

Youth Development Index (YDI) is a composite measure of youth development. The index 

is based on understanding various aspects of youth development; these include:  acquisition 

of wealth; access to education and training; access to labour markets; good personal and 

reproductive health; longevity of life; access to social services, and opportunities and 

conditions (availability, knowledge, attitudes, access utilization and perception). 

 

The index is a tool developed to raise visibility of youth issues by monitoring the changes 

that occur in the youth overtime. The index has a direct relationship with the following 

youth related MDGs: Goal 2-universal primary education; Goal 3-gender equality and 

women empowerment (ratio of girls to boys in secondary and tertiary education, and ratio of 

literate females to males); Goal 6-combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; and 

Goal 7-environmental sustainability. 

 

Gender Development Index (GDI) is a measure of human development that adjusts the HDI 

for disparities between men and women. It is therefore not a measure of gender inequality; it 

measures how gender inequalities in knowledge acquisition, longevity and health, and 

standard of living affect human development.  

 

The other related measure to GDI is Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM). The GEM 

measures gender equity in political and economic power by assessing the level of female 

representation at various levels such as political representation, professional and 

management positions, and earned incomes.  

 

In light of the above, GDI and GEM, the county performs poorly due to cultural practises 

and beliefs which negatively impact on women development. The county GDI was 

estimated at 0.415 compared to the national level estimated at 0.492 in 2009. 
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1.6  Infrastructure and Access 

 

1.6.1 Road, Railway Network, ports and Airport Network 

The total length of roads in the county is 2,344.2 Km which include 300Km of tarmac roads. 

The five major tarmac roads in the county are Emali-Loitokitok, Namanga-Athi River, 

Isinya-Kiserian, Magadi-Mbagathi and Kiserian-Ngong-Karen roads. The other road 

network includes 932.3Km of gravel roads and 1111.9 Km of earth roads. The county has a 

total railway line length of 147Km which connects Tata Chemicals Ltd (formerly Magadi 

Soda Company) to the Nairobi-Mombasa railway line. The railway is used to transport Soda 

Ash and its by-products to Mombasa. There are seven airstrips in Kajiado County, with at 

least one in each Sub-county. The airstrips are in Kajiado Town, Loitokitok, Olooloitikosh, 

Ngong, Magadi, Daraja and Amboseli National Park.  

 

1.6.2 Posts and Telecommunications: Post Offices, Mobile Telephony, Landline 

There are six post offices situated in Kitengela, Rongai, Kajiado, Ngong, Namanga, and 

Loitokitok. Mashuuru Sub-county, which lacks a post office, uses the one at Kajiado town. 

The county is also served by 20 licensed stamp vendors and three private courier service 

providers.  

 

The mobile network coverage in the county is approximately 60 percent, with all urban areas 

covered. The mobile telephone coverage is by four operators namely; Safaricom, Airtel, 

Orange, and Yu networks. Most of the rural areas are not covered by mobile network. 

According to the 2009 census, landline connectivity was 0.9 percent in Kajiado Central 

constituency, 0.6 percent in Loitokitok and 10.6 percent in Kajiado North.  

 

1.6.3 Financial Institutions: Banks, SACCOs, Micro Finance Institutions 

There are eleven major commercial banks in the county namely; Equity Bank, Kenya 

Commercial Bank, Standard Chartered, DTB, Post Bank, Cooperative, Kenya Women 

Finance Trust, Barclays, National Bank, I&M and K-Rep; various micro finance institutions 

and common insurance companies. Most of the financial services focus mainly the urban 

areas but recent efforts by some banks have ensured banking services trickle down to the 

rural areas through retail and mobile banking.  

 

1.6.4 Educational Institutions: Primary/Secondary Schools, Polytechnics, Colleges, 

Universities 

The county has a total of 925 Early Children Development Education centres. There are 514 

primary schools in the county; with a total of 2614 teachers. Distances to primary school 

remain a challenge with 63.8 percent of children walking for over 5Km and only 8.5 percent 

walking for 0-1Km away from school. There are 114 secondary schools with a total of 2,614 
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teachers. 68.1 percent of the students walk for more than 5Km to the nearest school 

compared to those living within one kilometre to the nearest school being 5.7 percent.  

 

1.6.5 Energy Access (Main sources of energy, Electricity coverage etc.) 

The main energy sources in the county are firewood, electricity, charcoal, solar and 

petroleum products. Out of 173,464 households across Kajiado County, only 69,098 

households are connected to electricity accounting for 39.8 percent of the households, with 

highest number of households being in the urban areas. Other sources of energy 

underexploited include wind, solar and geothermal. 

 

1.6.6 Urban Centres and Markets 

As per the 2009 census, there are four urban centres in the county, namely: Ngong, 

Kitengela, Rongai and Kajiado town. However, the urban centres are expected to increase to 

seven to include Isinya, Loitokitok and Namanga by the year 2017. There are also several 

market centres within the county. In most rural areas there are market days with major trade 

items being livestock and agricultural produce such as maize, tomatoes, onions and fruits.  

 

1.6.7 Housing 

There is marked variation in housing in the urban, peri-urban and rural settlements. In urban 

centres there are both high-end settlements and sprawling slums. The peri urban areas have 

mainly permanent and semi-permanent houses. While in rural areas we have semi-

permanent houses and manyattas. 

 

1.7 Land and Land Use 

Land is mainly used for livestock rearing and crop growing. Nomadic pastoralism is 

predominant throughout the county. There is a significant change in land use in the urban 

areas where industrial and commercial use is gaining momentum.  

 

1.7.1 Mean Holding Size  

The size of arable land in the county is 3468.4 Km
2 
which represent 15.8% of the total land 

area (21,900.9 Km
2
). The average land holding size is approximately 9 Ha on small scale 

and 70 Ha on large scale.  

 

1.7.2 Percentage of Land with Title Deeds  

In general, most land in the rural areas is without title deeds compared to the urban and peri-

urban areas. This may be due to lack of adequate awareness on importance of title document 

to the rural population, which is aggravated by few land registration offices in the county as 

well as communal land ownership and group ranch farms.  
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1.8 Community Organizations and Non-State Actors 

 

1.8.1 Cooperative Societies 

The county is well endowed with co-operative societies which play varied and crucial roles. 

There are over 296 cooperative societies with more than 50% being dormant. Savings and 

credit cooperative societies (SACCOs) and housing and livestock marketing societies are the 

most common in the county. Others include dairy marketing, handicraft and multipurpose 

co-operative societies. Table 9 shows the status of the co-operative movement in the county.  

 

Table 9:Status of Co-operative movement in Kajiado County 

Society Type Status Membership Turnover(Kshs) 

Activity  No. Active Dormant 

Dairy 8 6 2 4,839 85,040,255 

Coffee 3 1 2 96 381,400 

Transport Saccos 22 18 4 1,664 174,448,106 

Rural Saccos 16 11 5 2,318 7,382,729 

Urban Sacco 78 43 35 5,434 292,916,920 

Livestock 35 3 32 1,123 1,664,000 

Housing 49 40 9 625 10,340,388 

Horticulture 7 2 5 421 417,800 

Multipurpose 16 1 15 2,910 1,760,000 

Sand harvesting 3 3 - 1,060 5,263,000 

Handicrafts 8 - 8 150 - 

Consumers 3 0 3 44 - 

Building & construction 1 - 1 28 - 

Bee keeping 3 1 2 109 125,400 

Farmers Marketing 5 0 5 47 - 

Jua kali 19 1 18 490 - 

Youth 1 - 1 78 - 

Ecotourism 1 0 1 38 - 

Butchers 5 1 4 295 411,030 

Hides/Skins 2 0 2   

Farm Purchase 3 3 - 554  

Land Leasing 1 1 - - - 

Cereal/Produce 5 1 4 148 - 

Whole Sales 1 - 1   

Hawkers 1 - 1   

TOTALS  296  136  160  22,471  580,151,028  

Source: County Cooperatives Office, Kajiado, 2013  
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1.8.2 Self Help, Women & Youth Groups 

Community organizations and other non-state actors play a vital role in provision of services 

in the county. These include promotion of education, capacity building, health, provision of 

water through sinking of boreholes, construction of dams, pans and sand dams and 

rehabilitating of the same, nutrition and disaster response.  

 

There are over 400 active women groups mostly engaged in various income generating 

activities. The main activities the groups are involved in include; buying, fattening and 

selling of livestock, making of beaded accessories like belts, necklaces, head gears, bangles 

and so on. Others are cultural groups who are engaged in dancing and other forms of 

entertainment.  

 

1.8.3 Non-Governmental Organizations 

There are more than 30 NGOs with both local and international representation. The NGOs 

work closely with government departments and local communities to provide basic 

commodities and services. The NGOs which are spread all over the county are mostly 

engaged in water provision, improvement of sanitation and community empowerment 

activities. Community Based Organizations (CBOs) are also a major entry point for NGO 

and Government funded programmes. There are more than 2,000 CBOs in the county which 

are registered with the department of Gender and Social Services. The county has 255 

community based projects; and 53 youth groups mainly funded by the Government of 

Kenya, NGOs and other development partners. 

 

1.9 Crop, Livestock and Fish Production 

Most parts of the county are Arid and Semi-Arid (ASAL) with livestock rearing being the 

predominant economic activity.  

 

1.9.1 Main Crops Produced 

The main food crops produced in the county are maize, beans, potatoes and vegetables. 

Commercial farming of onions and tomatoes is done though some are grown in small 

quantities. Horticulture is also gaining popularity through irrigation schemes mainly in 

Isinya sub-county and Kajiado North. Rain fed agriculture is not sustainable due to erratic 

rains. Persistent drought and famine have negatively impacted on the pastures and water 

availability.  

 

1.9.2 Average Farm Sizes 

There are small, average and large scale farmers in the county. Small scale farms have an 

average of 9 hectares while large scale farms average is 70 hectares. The total acreage under 

food crops is 1,067.58 hectares and the acreage under cash crops is 50.59 hectares. Most 
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people have small farms which are irrigated in productive areas of Loitokitok, Isinya and 

Nguruman. Large farms of more than 50 acres are mostly for rain fed agriculture although 

this is slowly becoming unpopular because of irregular rainfall patterns.  

 

1.9.3 Main Storage Facilities 

The main food storage facilities in the county are found in Kajiado, Loitokitok and Ngong 

towns which are National Cereals and Produce Board (NCPB) stores with a capacity of 

116,000 metric tonnes. Most of the small scale farmers have storage facilities in their farms 

which are however not in good conditions leading to post-harvest losses.  

 

1.9.4 Livestock production 

Pastoralism is the main source of livelihood to majority of rural households in the county. 

The main livestock breeds are sheep (718,950), goat (699,658), beef and dairy cattle 

(411,840), commercial chicken (276,291), indigenous chicken (267,913), donkeys (63,980), 

pigs (6,127) and camel (1,597)-Source: Kenya population and housing census 2009. 

Livestock products in the county include, beef, milk, skins and hides. There is however very 

few value addition ventures in the county.  

 

1.9.5 Ranches 

The number of ranches has greatly reduced following major sub-divisions and the sale of 

land for human settlement. The county has a total of 38 group ranches that are completely 

adjudicated and 16 un-adjudicated group ranches.  

 

1.9.6 Fish Farming 

Fish farming is also being promoted in various parts of the county. There are 3500 fish 

ponds in the county some of which were constructed during the Economic Stimulus 

Program. The main fish species are tilapia, catfish, common cat (cyprinus corpio) and 

mosquito fish (gandusia affinis-which is reared to control mosquitoes). This however has 

been limited by lack of fingerlings, inadequate fresh water, low local demand and lack of 

cooling facilities. It has been observed that the locals are changing their attitude towards 

consumption of fish, and this is likely to increase demand in future.  

 

1.10 Forestry 

 

1.10.1 Main Forest Types and Size of Forests 

The county has a total forest area of 16,866.88 Ha comprising of indigenous and exotic 

forests. A total of 15,626.8 Ha of the forest land is gazetted forest while 1,240 Ha is trust 

land. Gazetted forest areas are found at the border areas of the county, mainly Ngong hills 
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(3,077 Ha), Loitokitok (765.8 Ha), and Namanga (11,784 Ha). Forest in trust land includes 

Embakasi (573 Ha) and Oloolua (667 Ha).  

 

1.10.2 Forest Products 

The forest resources available in the county include timber, firewood and charcoal. Trees 

and other plants are a source of the widely used traditional medicines.  

 
Part of Ngong Hills forest 

 

1.10.3 Farm-Forestry and Green Economy 

Farm-forestry involves planting trees alongside crops. There are 54 farms involved in farm-

forestry. Kenya Forests Service is promoting this concept in the county to increase forest 

cover and act as wind breakers. Farm-forestry in the county involves growing of fruit trees, 

wind breakers and tree species used for medicinal purpose. 

 

1.11 Environment and Climate Change 

The county has not been spared from effects of environment degradation and climate 

change. In terms of solid waste management, the county has five waste disposal sites.  

 

1.11.1 Effects of Environmental Degradation 

The impact of environmental degradation has already proven to be devastating on the social, 

economic, and environmental systems in the County. Environmental degradation has 

contributed to water pollution and worsened the quality of the already scarce water. The 

increase in degraded areas has resulted to decrease of pasture for livestock and low 

productivity of agricultural land. This has led to resource conflict due to competing 

demands. Air pollution from industrial activities in Kitengela and flower farms in Isinya 

poses a health risk and has made Upper Respiratory Tract Infection (URTI) a common 

disease in the affected areas.  

 

1.11.2 Climate Change and its effects in the County 

The County is characterized by erratic rains, extreme temperatures and cyclic and prolonged 

droughts. The variations in intensity and frequency of the above conditions may be 
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manifestations of climatic changes whose full impacts are yet to be understood. 

Traditionally, the county has had a bi-modal rainfall pattern whose integrity could be 

changing as seen in recent shifts mainly occasioned by  increased unpredictability and 

unreliability. This has had devastating effects on people's livelihoods. Crop failure in the 

county was reported at more than 90 percent in the drought year of 2009 while livestock 

losses were in the excess of 70 per cent in most areas.  

Green house farming is gaining momentum with the sinking of boreholes, but this still poses 

a great challenge especially to underground water since it may not be sustainable in the long 

run. Strong winds are also experienced during the dry spells, accompanied by very high 

temperatures and flush floods during the short and long rains.  

 

1.11.3  Climate Change Mitigation Measures and Adaptation Strategies 

Measures to mitigate effects of climate change in the county are minimal. Most programs 

undertaken by the government include tree planting in all major public institutions and 

offices, and control of soil erosion through building of gabions. The county government 

intends to scale up tree planting by involving all stakeholders and communities. The local 

pastoral communities continue to adjust to climate variability by maintaining mobility as 

they respond to spatial and time-related weather changes. In areas where crop farming has 

been practised, more farmers are planting drought resistant crops like cassava, sorghum, 

millet and early maturing maize varieties. 

 

1.12 Mining  

Lake Magadi is the main source of Soda-Ash. The Trona from the lake is the purest surface 

deposits in Africa. Tata Chemicals Limited which is the sole miner of soda ash has 

contributed in improving the standards of living of people living around the lake by 

providing employment directly or indirectly and through corporate social responsibility 

initiatives. Approximately 576,000 tonnes of soda-ash are harvested per year in Magadi and 

this makes it the largest producer both in the country and in Africa.   

 

Sand harvesting is active in Mashuuru, Isinya and Kajiado central sub counties in all rivers 

which are seasonal. There is also small scale mining of gypsum, limestone and salt in the 

county. Other activities include: quarrying in Sholinke, Ngurunga and Noompopong, and 

ballast mining around Kitengela.  

 

1.10.2 Mining potentials 

The county has several mining sites which are however not being done to full capacity and 

are prone to inefficiencies. The mining potential is still high if all activities are well 

coordinated and controlled. Quarrying in Kitengela, sand harvesting in Olkejuado River, 
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limestone and marble mining in Kajiado area can be enhanced although environmental 

impact assessment should be carried out first. 

 
Tata Chemicals Limited factory at Lake Magadi 

  

1.13 Tourism 

Tourism is one of the key economic sectors in the county. This sector has a lot of potential 

which can be tapped for optimal gain.  The county has several tourist attraction sites that 

include the worldôs famous Amboseli National Park, part of Tsavo, Lake Magadi, Ngong 

and Chyulu hills. Amboseli National park attracts over 130,000 visitors annually. Other 

tourist attraction sites include: Lake Amboseli which is mainly seasonal and very alkaline; 

Mt. Kilimanjaro, the vast grassland and plains; and the well conserved Maasai culture and 

tradition which have been very popular with international tourists. Mt. Kilimanjaro view 

provides beautiful scenery facing Amboseli National park.  

 

1.13.1 Wildlife  

Most of the wildlife in the county is found in the Amboseli National Park, and animal 

conservation areas of Chyulu hills and Kimana. The main wild animals are elephants, zebra, 

gnu, hippopotamus, buffalo, spotted hyena, waterbuck, Maasai giraffe, bush buck, 

Thompsons and grant gazelle, impala, lion and cheetah. There is also rare presence of the 

gerenuk and the fringed-eared Oryx in the arid northern part of the park. There are also 

about 420 different species of birds in the park, the largest being the Ostrich. 
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Elephants at Amboseli National Park  

 

1.13.2 Hotels and Restaurants 

Tourist class hotels are few and only found in Amboseli National Park and conservancies. 

There is only one four star hotel, one three star hotel, over 500 unclassified restaurants and 

over 750 bars and restaurants in the county. 

 

1.14 Industry  

The county is home to Tata chemicals which is a heavy industry and numerous medium and 

light industries like steel fabrication and glass-making. 

 

1.15 Employment 

The wage earners are eight percent of the working population in the county which stood at 

17,480 persons as at 2009 according the population and housing census report. This 

population works in formal and informal sectors. Most of the self-employed persons are 

engaged in livestock trade, business retail and wholesale trade, horticulture/floriculture, 

industrial activities and Jua kali and tourist sector-sale of beads. According to the same 

report, there were 40,299 persons (21,042 male and 19,257 female) unemployed. This 

accounted for 10.45 percent of the productive population in the county. 

 

1.16 Water and Sanitation 

 

1.16.1 Water Resources and Quality  

There are various sources of water in the county, namely, rivers, shallow wells, 

protected/unprotected springs, dams, water pans, and boreholes. The water is used for 

domestic, livestock and commercial use. Most of the rivers are seasonal hence not reliable 

and ground water is available although it contains high salt levels in some parts of the 

county.  

 

Tanathi Water Services Board is charged with the responsibility of developing water 

resources and maintaining infrastructure. Water Services Providers are in charge of direct 

provision of water and sewerage services to customers and ensuring efficient and 

economical provision of water and sewerage services in the county.  

 

The average distance people travel in search of water is approximately 10Km from the 

homesteads. Water access in urban centres is better than in rural areas because of high water 

connectivity by the service providers. 
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1.16.2 Sanitation  

Sanitation in the county is inadequate. Only 2,407 out of 87,120 urban households are 

connected to the main sewer while 17,157 use septic tanks and cesspools. In the rural areas, 

44, 203 out of 86,344 households practice open defecation representing 50 percent of the 

total households in the county.  

 

1.17 Health Access and Nutrition 

 

1.17.1 Health Access (Health Facilities, Personnel) 

There are four (4) sub county hospitals, sixteen (16) health centres and sixty (60) 

dispensaries run by the county government. There are also six (6) hospitals, thirteen (13) 

nursing homes, seven (7) health centres, twenty seven (27) dispensaries and one hundred 

and one (101) clinics which are either run by private, faith based, community based and 

other non government organizations. Together with these, the county has sixty two (62) 

community health units initiated out of which only 37 are active. The doctor population ratio 

is 1:26,094 and the nurse population ratio is 1:1,068. The average distance to a health 

facility is 14.3 km, with only 9.9% of the population within a distance of less than a 

Kilometer to a health facility.  

1.17.2 Morbidity  

The top ten most common causes of morbidity in order of prevalence according to hospital 

reports are: upper respiratory tract conditions (29.7%),skin diseases (8.4%), diarrhoea 

(7.5%), pneumonia (5.1%), eye infections (4.3%), urinary tract infection (3.5%), malaria 

(3.1%), accidents (2.8%), typhoid fever (2.6%), rheumatism (1.8%) and ear infection 

(1.8%). 

1.17.3 Nutritional Status  

Delivery in health facilities has gained popularity and this has assisted much in reducing 

child mortality and malnutrition cases in children. The malnourished are offered relief foods 

and supplements to improve their health. Interventions to reduce dependence on relief foods 

have been community trainings on how to diversify their produce instead of over relying on 
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meat and milk for food. Underweight (weight for age) is reported at 22.7% while stunted 

(height for age) is estimated to be 29.5%. 

1.17.4 Immunization Coverage  

The proportion of children under one year who are fully immunized in the county stand at 

67.2% based on the hospital based reports. This far below the FIC target of 90%. The rural 

areas register very low proportions of FIC while the urban areas register better proportions. 

1.17.5 Access to Family Planning Services/Contraceptive Prevalence  

According to the hospital based reports (2013), 36.7% of women of child bearing age in the 

county use family planning commodities. This low contraceptive prevalence rate could be 

attributed to several factors including but not limited to: lack of information; cultural beliefs 

and practices; myths and misconceptions; commodity accessibility; limited choices of 

commodities; and limited staff skills. 

1.18 Education 

 

1.18.1 Pre-School Education 

Pre-primary population stands at 52,091 for both boys and girls while the total enrolment 

stands at 42,565 which imply that only 76.7 percent of ECDE population has been enrolled 

in schools. There is therefore need for more sensitization to achieve a hundred percent 

enrolment rate at this stage. Currently, there are 925 ECD centres with 2211 teachers. The 

teacher to pupil ratio stands at 1:19.  

 

1.18.2 Primary Education 

There were 514 primary schools both public and private as at 2013, with an enrolment of 

155,955 pupils, where 48 percent of the enrolled are girls and 52 percent are boys. The net 

enrolment rate is 86.19 percent while the teacher/pupil ratio is currently at 1:60. The 

transition rate from primary to secondary schools stood at 54 percent as at 2013 with 

majority of the beneficiaries being boys.  

 

1.18.3 Secondary Education 

There were 104 secondary schools (both public and private) as at 2013; with an enrolment of 

20,122 students and 2,614 teachers hence the teacher/student ratio was 1:21. Enrolment in 

the secondary school was at 32 percent.   
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1.18.4 Tertiary Education  

The county has several universities with Maasai Mara University campus being the only 

public university. There are also numerous middle level colleges, both public and private.  

 

1.18.5 Literacy 

The literacy rate in the county stands at 65.2 percent compared to the national literacy rate of 

71.4 percent. This can be attributed to a combination of factors which include high drop outs 

rate, low transition rate and socio-cultural practices among others. 
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CHAPTER TWO :  

 

 

COUNTY SOCIO-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT , 

STRATEGIES AND CHALLENGES  
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2.0 Introduction  

The chapter highlights the major development challenges and cross-cutting issues that affect 

the development of the county. It also highlights development issues, their causes, objectives 

and strategies which are mapped into MTEF sectors and county functions as provided in the 

Fourth Schedule of the Constitution of Kenya. 

2.1  Major Development Challenges 

Sustainable development is paramount to ensure the county achieves its full potential and 

contributes to the achievement of the countryôs economic blue print ïKenya Vision 2030 ï 

goals and aspirations. This requires concerted efforts from all stakeholders in the county in 

order to reduce high poverty and unemployment levels that affects majority of the 

population. The major challenges that impede achievement of these goals are: inadequate 

water supply; poor physical infrastructure; high illiteracy level; low level of diversification; 

inadequate marketing channels; poor coordination of development activities and 

inaccessibility to health services. 

 

2.1.1 Infrastructure  

The dilapidated physical infrastructure in the county is one of the major impediments to 

trade and investment. The county's poor and inadequate infrastructure (road, water supply, 

electricity telecommunications/ICT among others) has led to high cost of doing business and 

hindered harnessing of local potential and access to markets.  

 

The County with a road network of 2,344.2Km has only 300Km of tarmacked road. During 

rainy season most of the earth roads are rendered impassable, which hampers movement of 

persons and goods.  

 

The county is water deficient as most rivers are seasonal. The major sources of underground 

water are boreholes and springs but in some areas borehole water is saline. The county does 

not have adequate water harvesting structures. There has been low community involvement 

in construction and rehabilitation of water supply facilities. The county lacks solid waste 

management, sewerage system and public toilets in major towns. The county has low 

electricity connectivity especially in rural areas. High electricity connection tariffs hinder 

households, institutions and businesses from accessing electricity. This impairs their 

operations and growth. 
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There are seven airstrips in the county, with at least one in each Sub-county. The airstrips 

are in Kajiado Town, Loitokitok, Olooloitikosh, Ngong, Magadi, Daraja and Amboseli 

National Park.  

 

The County also experiences low connectivity to ICT due to high cost of ICT infrastructure. 

 

2.1.2 Illiteracy  

The county has a high illiteracy rate of 35 percent compared to the national illiteracy rate of 

28.6 percent. This can be attributed to a combination of factors which include high drop outs 

rate, low transition rate and socio-cultural practices among others. The negative cultural 

practices such as early marriages and Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) are a major 

impediment to girl-child education and empowerment. In addition, young men embrace 

moranism while young boys take part in herding at the expense of education. 

 

2.1.3 Low level of diversification 

In some parts of the county, the economic mainstay of the population is predominantly 

livestock rearing/herding. This over-reliance on livestock usually exposes them to 

vulnerability due to recurrent drought caused by erratic weather conditions. Farmers have 

not been able to diversify fully into cash crop growing. Subsistence farming is mostly 

practiced in the medium potential areas. 

 

There are no reliable marketing channels to assist farmers market their agricultural produce 

most of which is sold at throw away prices in the local markets.  The situation is made worse 

by inadequate technical skills in post-harvest handling and lack of storage facilities. 

Livestock products such as milk, hides, skin and meat are also not well marketed. Poor roads 

also hinder access to farms and markets. 

 

2.2.4 Inaccessibility of Health Services 

There are a few health facilities in the rural areas which are poorly equipped and under 

staffed. The average distance to the nearest health centre is 14Km. Majority of the people 

cannot access basic health care and this affects their productivity.  Most people in rural areas 

rely on traditional methods of treatment as they are cheap and readily available.  There are 

also high occurrences of nutrition related ailments in children due to lack of food variety and 

adequate quantity as a result of frequent droughts.  

 

2.2.5 Poor coordination of development activities 

There is poor coordination of development activities in the county leading to duplication of 

effort and wastage of resources. This is caused by lack of or poor communication among 

various development stakeholders in the county. 
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2.3 Cross Cutting Issues 

In addition to the above challenges, the county has other cross-cutting issues that need to be 

addressed. These include: high population growth rate, high levels of poverty, HIV/AIDS, 

gender inequality, disaster management, environment and sustainable development. 

 

2.3.1 High Population growth rate 

The annual population growth rate in the county is estimated at 5.5 percent which is higher 

than the national average of 2.9 percent. Challenges posed by high population growth rate 

include rapid urbanization, pressure on land, human/wildlife conflict, increased crime rate 

due to unemployment and mushrooming of informal settlements. 

 

2.3.2 High Poverty levels 

There are high levels of poverty in the county with more than 47 percent of the population 

liv ing below the poverty line. Major causes of poverty include illiteracy, frequent droughts, 

poor infrastructure and inadequate water resources. A major effect of poverty is high rate of 

school dropouts as parents are unable to raise school fees. The high dropouts subsequently 

result to child labour as the school going children work to supplement family income. In 

addition, the poor often experience nutrition related conditions that contribute to high 

morbidity rate among children and women.  Poverty has also forced some people into 

commercial sex work thus exposing them to HIV/AIDS especially in the urban areas. This 

may result to increased number of orphaned and vulnerable children and high dependency 

rates. 

2.3.3 HIV/AIDS 

HIV prevalence in the county stands at 6.1 percent compared to the national prevalence of 

6.3 percent. The contributing factors to the high prevalence rate are alcohol and drug abuse,  

rapid urbanization and cross border movements. Preventive activities and support for those 

infected and affected should be focused at the family unit.  

 

2.3.4 Gender Inequality 

Womenôs ability to make economic decision is constrained by the fact that they are not the 

owners of productive resources like land and livestock. Wealth in the form of livestock and 

land are often owned by men.  

 

2.3.5  Disaster Management 

Disasters induced by natural and anthropogenic hazards have effects on development. The 

disaster concerns the county faces include: drought and famine, flash floods and winds, 

environmental pollution and degradation, accidents, spread of communicable diseases, 
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population displacement, climate exposure, damage to physical infrastructures, poor 

sanitation and human-wildlife conflict. Strategic interventions will be instituted to 

mainstream disaster risk reduction in all sectors. 

 

2.3.6 Environment and Sustainable Development 

The County is endowed with natural resources comprising of land, wildlife, forest and 

minerals. These resources in turn support social and economic development aspirations of 

the people in the county through agriculture, tourism, environmental conservation, mining 

and quarrying activities and human settlements. 

 

Land use 

The high population growth rate in the county at 5.5 percent per annum has led to 

tremendous pressure on the natural resources particularly land where sub-division is now a 

common phenomena. Encroachment of land in fragile areas such as water catchments, 

forests, wetlands and conservation areas has led to desertification in the county and 

breakdown of natural ecological cycles. High demand for the available land has led to 

human-wildlife conflict. 

 

Quarrying and Mining  

Despite the economic gains derived from quarrying and mining activities, the long-term 

effects can negatively impact the environment and alternative land use if the areas are not 

rehabilitated. This reduces land for grazing, agriculture and human settlement. There is need 

to have well planned and controlled exploitation of resources in the county to ensure 

sustainability.  

 

Degradation of Vegetation:  

As demand for wood fuel increases in the county and its environs particularly Nairobi, there 

has been rampant cutting of trees for firewood and charcoal production. Degradation of 

vegetation has also been noted where vegetation is being cleared for farming and human 

settlement. This has led to degradation of water catchments, riverside vegetation, hilly areas 

and the result has been soil erosion, loss of biodiversity, wildlife habitats and adverse 

climatic phenomena like recurring droughts.  

 

Environment and Human Settlements 

The major emerging environmental problem affecting human settlement in the county 

especially in urban centres is inadequate liquid and solid waste disposal facilities.  
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Environment and Global Warming  

Global warming has led to adverse climatic changes. There is need to carry out 

environmental screening before implementation of projects and programmes in order to 

assess the likely environmental and socio-economic effects. 
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2.4 Analysis of I ssues, Causes, Development Objectives and Strategies 

 

Table 10 provides a summary of the main development Issues and challenges affecting the county, their causes, development 

objectives and strategies by sector. 

 

Table 10: Analysis of Issues, Causes, Development Objectives and Strategies 
Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

Agriculture and Rural Development Sector 

Livestock  Low productivity Poor quality genetic 

breeds; Livestock 

diseases; Low quality 

feeds; High costs of 

inputs; Livestock 

diseases; and Weak 

monitoring systems. 

Improve livestock breeds; 

and Reduce livestock 

diseases. 

Increase AI services; 

Increase linkage with 

breeders; Improve 

preventive measures; 

and Increase feed 

resources. 

Scale up AI service providers; 

Establish breeders inventory; 

Rehabilitate and construct cattle 

dips; Establish feed reserves; 

Implement strategic disease 

control programmes; Promotion of 

value addition on livestock 

products; and Train community on 

grazing patterns. 

Environmental 

degradation 

Poor farming methods; 

High livestock 

populations; and Poor 

pasture management 

and conservation. 

Reduce animal population 

to required carrying 

capacity; and Improve 

pasture management and 

conservation systems. 

Increase awareness 

levels; and Increase 

strategic feed reserves. 

Proper livestock population 

management practises e.g. de-

stocking,  re-stocking etc.; and 

Environmental management 

Inadequate water 

for livestock 

Unreliable rainfall; 

Inadequate water 

sources; Poorly 

designed water storage 

structures; High cost of 

management of 

boreholes; and Uneven 

distribution of 

Increase water harvesting 

technologies; and 

Increase number of 

boreholes. 

Increase roof 

catchment methods; 

and Increase number 

of boreholes. 

Provision of water storage tanks; 

Sinking of more boreholes; and 

Excavation of more water pans. 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

boreholes. 

Poor market 

infrastructure  

Lack proper 

maintenance of existing 

sale yards; Inadequate 

inspection of livestock 

stock routes; and Lack 

of strategic holding 

grounds. 

Improve existing and 

establish sale yards; 

Improve livestock stock 

routes; and Revive and 

establish holding grounds. 

Rehabilitate existing 

sale yards; Map out 

and establish all the 

stock routes; and 

Establish status of all 

the holding grounds 

Improve market infrastructure; 

and Enhance M&E 

Poor market 

information 

dissemination 

Inadequate staff; 

Inadequate funding; and 

Lack of dissemination 

technology. 

Increase extension 

officers; Enhance public 

private partnership; and 

Increase technology 

dissemination. 

Hire extension staff  in 

each ward; Increase 

public private 

partnership; and 

Improve ICT adoption. 

Improve market information 

dissemination 

Low level of value 

addition 

Lack of knowledge on 

value addition; Lack of 

technology; Lack of 

capital; and Low 

production capacity. 

Develop and strengthen 

structures e.g. slaughter 

houses, tanneries, honey 

refineries, cooling 

facilities, etc.; Increase 

value addition 

technology; Increase 

access to capital; and 

Increase production 

levels. 

Improve the existing 

structures; Increase 

value addition 

technologies; and Link 

existing processors to 

creditors. 

 

Enhance value addition on animal 

products 

Over reliance on 

one livestock 

enterprise 

Social-cultural attitudes Widen economic base  Identify alternative 

social-economic 

activities 

Diversification initiatives 

Agriculture  High costs of 

agricultural inputs 

Lack of government 

subsidies; Monopolistic 

tendencies; and High 

costs of imported 

Increase subsidy; and Tax 

relief. 

Increase awareness in 

effective use. 

Form input associations; Train on 

effective use of inputs; and Link 

farmers with MFIs. 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

materials. 

Poor agricultural  

infrastructure 

Lack of financial 

support; Poor 

management 

Improve existing; 

structures by Increase 

financial support  

Increase access to 

credit facility  

Improve post-harvest management  

Low agricultural 

productivity 

Crop diseases; Lack of 

farm inputs; Inadequate 

and reliable rain fall; 

Low adoption to 

modern farming 

technology; High input 

prices; Weak research 

extension-farmer 

linkages; and Low 

funding. 

Increase access to farm 

inputs; Increase 

mechanisation; Increase 

post-harvest; management 

systems; Increase water 

harvesting technology; 

Increase awareness on 

modern technology; 

Increase access to credit; 

Increase access to market 

infrastructure; and 

Increase funding levels. 

Increase number of 

extension staff; 

Develop and 

strengthen marketing 

infrastructure; 

Promote emerging and 

alternative crops; 

Increase food reserves; 

Subsidise cost of 

technology; and 

Increase funding level. 

Intensify extension services; 

Improve infrastructure; Intensify  

seed bulking of HVTC; Lobby for 

recruitment for extension staff; 

Strengthen farmer-research and 

development institutions linkages; 

Subsidies and tax relief on 

agricultural inputs; Resource 

mobilisation and enhanced public-

private partnership; and Avail 

small farm machineries to the 

farmer groups 

Low levels of 

value addition 

Lack of knowledge on 

value addition; Lack of 

technology; Lack of 

capital; and Low 

production capacity. 

Develop and strengthen 

cottage industries; 

Increase value addition 

technology; Increase 

access to capital; and 

Increase production 

levels. 

Increase no. of cottage 

industries; Increase 

value addition 

technologies; Link 

existing processors to 

creditors; and Increase 

production levels. 

Promote value addition on farm 

produce. 

Climate change 

and environmental 

degradation 

Poor farming methods Increase awareness; and 

Increase forest cover. 

Increase acreage under 

conservation 

agriculture  

Sustainable land use 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

Fisheries  Low fish 

productivity 

Inadequate water 

supply; Socio-cultural 

practices; Poor quality 

feeds; Inadequate 

personnel; Lack 

transport; and 

Inadequate knowledge. 

Increase the number of 

boreholes; Increase of 

awareness on fish 

farming; Train fish 

farmers on feed 

formulation; and Increase 

staffing levels. 

Increase the number of 

boreholes; Increase 

awareness on fish 

farming; Increase 

staffing levels by 10%; 

and Have 1 vehicle for 

immediate operations. 

Promotion of fish farming 

Forestry Low tree cover Inadequate and 

unreliable rainfall; Over 

exploitation of existing 

tree; Damage caused by 

fires; Clearing for 

agricultural cultivation; 

Increased population; 

and High level of 

poverty  

Increase tree cover from 

0.8% to 3%  by 2017  

Intensify conservation 

and sustainable 

management of forest 

resources; Promote 

forest extension on 

farms and dry lands; 

and Disseminate 

information and 

technologies in forest 

management and on-

farm tree planting. 

Conservation of existing 

forests/trees; and Increase forest 

cover 

Cooperative 

Development 

and 

marketing  

Underdeveloped 

cooperative sector  

Lack of awareness  Register and diversify 

cooperatives:  

Revive the dormant 

societies and nurture 

the young ones. 

 Promote cooperative Ventures 

and other Innovations as profitable 

commercial enterprises.  

Lands Unplanned 

developments in 

the county 

Lack of proper land use 

planning 

To promote land use 

planning by 2030 

To plan all major 

towns by 2017  

Completion of un-adjudicated 

group ranches, harmonize 

developments,  

Uncontrolled  land 

sub-division 

High land demand  To promote consolidation 

of land for various 

development  

 legislation on land 

subdivision  

Land zoning, Developing 

legislation on land sub-division    

poor land 

management 

 Lack of modern 

equipment, poor filing 

 To develop a framework 

for land management 

To facilitate quick and 

easy access to records 

Computerization of lands rec 



Kajiado County Integrated Development Plan, 2013-2017 36 

 

Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

records system, theft and 

extraction of records, 

lack of clear data 

sources 

2015 and data 2015 

Public land 

grabbing 

High demand for land  ensure efficient 

management of public 

land 

reclaim and fence all 

public land 

institute legislation on 

management of public land 

Lack of proper 

ownership 

documents in urban 

areas. 

Poor linkage between 

local authorities and 

mainstream government 

department; 

Unapproved plans; and 

Invalid procedure used 

to locate land. 

Provide ownership 

documents; and Secure 

land ownership. 

Issue letters of 

allotments; and 

Process title deeds. 

Prepare part development plans; 

Pick existing settlements; Prepare 

squatter/occupants scheme plans 

to accommodate existing 

settlements; and Sensitize the 

communities on settlement needs. 

Obsolete mode of 

dispensing title 

deeds (ownership 

documents) 

Lack of equipments; 

Lack of training on new 

methods of land 

management; and Lack 

of computers. 

Improve systems of 

dispensing services. 

Create a credible 

system; and Build 

capacity. 

Employ computer literate clerks; 

Train clerks on new systems of 

operation; Liaise with land 

commission for information and 

advice; and Purchase computer 

and data storage systems. 

Un-adjudicated 

Group Ranches 

Lack of funds; and 

Court cases 

Complete adjudication of 

all group ranches. 

Establish boundaries surrender of public amenities 

group ranches 

Wildlife  Human wildlife 

conflict 

Poor land use 

management; and 

Encroachment of 

conservancies and 

wildlife migratory 

corridors. 

To promote wildlife 

conservation  

To demarcate and 

conserve all the 

wildlife migratory  

corridors by 2017 

Enforcement of Wildlife Act; 

Fencing of protected areas; and 

Education and awareness. 

Energy, Infrastructure and ICT  

Roads Impassable roads Poor drainage; and Poor To make all roads Grading and Allocation of funds for road 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

during rainy season state of roads. passable throughout all 

seasons 

gravelling; and 

Improve drainage. 

improvement; and Constructing 

road works 

Road Connectivity Poor road network  Improve road 

connectivity to all our 

towns and rural areas 

Construction of new 

roads 

Opening up new roads  

Airstrips  Undeveloped 

airstrip 

Encroachment by 

private developers; and 

Poor runway. 

Develop the airstrip to 

KAA standards; and Tar 

marking all runways. 

Fencing; Grading the 

runway; and Erecting 

wind sock. 

Allocating funds; and Surveying 

and demarcating the airstrip land. 

Housing Lack of proper 

design; and 

Unclear policies. 

Poor planning Provision of adequate and 

affordable housing 

Enforcement of 

development control 

regulation; and 

Adoption of cheap 

construction 

technologies 

Development of housing policies 

and regulations 

Energy Unreliable power 

supply 

Vandalism and Power 

rationing 

To increase the number of 

connection per household  

To supply power to all 

areas 

Encourage the use of alternative 

energy; Expand rural 

electrification program; and 

Installation of power lines and 

connection to grid. 

ICT  Low connectivity; 

and Lack of 

infrastructure to 

support ICT 

utilization. 

 high initial cost of 

establishing ICT 

infrastructure 

To increase access and 

utilization of ICT 

To introduce ICT 

curriculum in primary 

schools and tertiary 

institutions  

Liaise with the relevant service 

providers; and Develop ICT 

infrastructure. 

General Economic, Commercial and Labour Affairs Sector 

Enterprise 

Development 

Undeveloped 

micro and Small 

scale enterprises 

Inadequate resources, 

lack of information 

Promote entrepreneurship 

culture 

Increase earnings from 

enterprises by 10% 

every year; and 

Increase the number of 

SMEs by 40%. 

Promotion of entrepreneurship 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

Trade and 

Industry 

Poor infrastructure Inadequate funds to 

construct modern 

markets 

Provide adequate modern 

markets 

Create incentives for 

development of 

businesses and 

industries  

Improve market infrastructure 

Health Sector 

Health 

Services 

Eliminate 

Communicable 

Conditions:  

Low 

immunization 

coverage 

Lack of 

integrated 

management of 

childhood 

illnesses 

Inadequate 

screening for 

communicable 

conditions 

Low focused 

Antenatal Care 

Low uptake of 

Prevention of 

Mother to Child 

HIV 

- Long distances to 

health facilities 

- Inadequate cold chain 

facilities 

- Inadequate awareness 

about health services 

- Socio-cultural beliefs 

and practices 

- High cost of health 

services 

- Inadequate skills 

- Inadequate equipment 

- Shortage of test kits 

- Water shortage 

- Rampant Open 

Defecation 

- Reduce burden of 

communicable 

conditions in the county 

till they are not a major 

public health concern 

- Increase the 

proportion of fully 

immunized child 

from 68% to 90% by 

2017 

- Reduce the 

proportion of 

children under  5 

years old treated for 

diarrhea from 30% 

to 10% by 2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of newly 

diagnosed TB cases 

from 24% to 60% by 

2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of HIV+ 

pregnant women 

receiving preventive 

ARVôs to reduce 

risk of mother to 

child transmission 

(PMTCT) of HIV 

from 74% to 85% by 

2017 

- Scale up the 

proportion of 

households with 

- Conduct monthly integrated 

health outreaches by all 

government health facilities 

- Establish mobile clinic per sub 

county 

- Upgrade strategic health 

facilities 

- Build new health facilities  

- Adequately equip all health 

facilities 

- Recruit more health care 

workers 

- Build the capacities of the health 

care workers through CMEs, 

OJTs, CPDs and mentorship 

- Support community health 

strategy services. 

- Carry out community ACSM 

activities 

- Strengthen supportive 

supervision 

- Implement Community Led 

Total Sanitation 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

Transmission 

Poor hygiene 

practices 

Rising HIV and 

STI prevalence 

High prevalence 

of neglected 

tropical diseases 

functional toilets 

from 35% to 90% by 

2017 

- Reduce cases of 

blinding trachoma to 

<1 per 1000 people 

by 2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of school 

age children 

dewormed from 35% 

to 85% by 2017 

Halt, and 

reverse rising 

burden on non-

communicable 

conditions 

- Increase 

in non-

communicable 

diseases 

-

 Inadequ

ate screening of 

non-

communicable 

diseases  

-

 Noncom

- Lifestyle changes 

- Lack of screening tools 

- Few health facilities 

- Lack of adequate 

awareness of NCDs 

- Inadequate skills 

- Provide preventive and 

management programs 

for mental health, 

diabetes, 

Cardiovascular 

Diseases, Chronic 

Obstructive Airway 

Conditions, Blood 

disorders focusing on 

Sickle cell conditions, 

and Cancers 

Reduce the 

proportion of adult 

population with 

BMI over 25 from 

45% to 35% by 

2017 

Increase the 

proportion of 

women of child 

bearing age 

screened for 

cervical cancer and 

breast cancer from 

0.4% to 20% by 

2017 

Increase the 

proportion of new 

- Procure diagnostic equipment and 

supplies for NCDs 

- Integrated NCD services at all 

levels 

- Build capacities of health care 

workers to manage NCDs 

- Community ACSM targeting 

NCDs 

- Support community health 

strategy services. 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

pliance with 

occupational 

health and 

safety  

- Poor 

food quality and 

safety 

outpatients 

diagnosed with 

mental health 

conditions from 

0.2% to 1% by 

2017 

Increase the 

proportion of new 

out-patients cases 

with high blood 

pressure from 

1.5% to 3% by 

2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of 

patients treated for 

cancer cases from 

1.2% to 2% by 2017 

Reduce burden 

of violence and 

injuries 

- Increasing cases 

of violence and 

injuries 

- Limited pre-

hospital care 

- Poorly equipped 

outpatient / 

- Cultural beliefs and 

practices 

- Lack of rehabilitation 

facilities 

- Inadequate 

specialized equipment  

- Limited specialized 

skills 

- No comprehensive 

EPR plans 

- Few ambulances 

- Limited intersectoral 

- Reduce the morbidity 

and mortalities arising 

from violence and 

injuries 

- Increase the 

proportion of new 

outpatient cases 

attributed to gender 

based violence from 

0.5% to 1% by 2017 

- Reduce the 

proportion of new 

outpatient cases 

attributed to road 

traffic injuries from 

2.6% to 2% by 2017 

- Support intersectoral 

preventive interventions on 

causes of injuries and violence 

e.g. Sexual and Gender Based 

violence, Female Genital 

mutilation, Road Traffic 

Injuries, Burns/Fires, 

Occupational injuries, 

Poisoning including snake 

bites, Drowning, Conflict/war, 

and Child maltreatment. 

- Build capacities of health care 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

accident and 

emergency 

departments 

- Poor 

management for 

injuries 

- Lack of 

rehabilitation 

services 

collaboration 

- Inadequate awareness 

on factors 

predisposing to 

injuries 

- Poor reporting of 

cases of violence 

- Reduce the 

proportion of new 

outpatient cases 

attributed to other 

injuries from 0.9% 

to 0.5% by 2017 

- Reduce the 

proportion of deaths 

due to injuries from 

9% to 3% by 2017 

workers to handle violence and 

injuries 

- Equip health facilities to 

manage cases of violence and 

injuries 

- Build modern A&E department 

at the county referral hospital 

- Community ACSM 

- Train CHVs to carry out 

surveillance and reporting of 

SGBV cases 

Provide 

essential health 

services  

Low utilization 

of health 

services 

Low 

contraceptive 

prevalence rates 

Poor newborn 

services 

Inadequate 

reproductive 

health services 

Inadequate 

diagnostic 

capacities 

Long distances to 

health facilities 

Myths and 

misconceptions 

Inadequate 

technical skills 

Shortage of 

commodities 

Shortage of 

equipment 

Inadequate health 

care workers health 

facilities 

Cultural beliefs and 

practices 

Poor staff attitude 

Inadequate staff 

- Provide health services 

that are affordable, 

equitable, accessible, 

and responsive to 

client needs 

- Increase the 

proportion of 

deliveries conducted 

by skilled attendant 

from 27% to 60% by 

2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of 

women of child 

bearing age 

receiving family 

planning 36% to 

60% by 2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of 

maternal deaths 

audited from 20% to 

60% by 2017 

- Reduce the 

proportion of 

newborns with low 

birth weight from 

14% to 5% by 2017 

- Reduce the 

Conduct integrate 

community health 

outreaches 

Increase the number of 

health facilities 

Upgrade and equip existing 

facilities 

Recruit more and build 

capacities of staff 

 Carry out community 

ACSM 

Scale up community health 

strategy 

Set up youth friendly centres 

at the sub county hospitals 

Train health care workers on 

youth friendly services 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

Poor supply 

chain 

management of 

medicines and 

medical 

commodities 

Lack of 

palliative care 

services 

Limited 

specialized 

clinics 

No 

comprehensive 

youth friendly 

services 

capacities 

Lack of equipment 

proportion of facility 

based fresh still 

births from 7% to 

1% by 2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of 

pregnant women 

attending focused 

four antenatal care 

visits from 28% to 

50% by 2017 

- Decrease the 

proportion of health 

facilities reporting 

episodes of stock-

outs for any of the 

22 tracer essential 

medicines and 

medical supplies for 

more than seven 

days from 64% to 

30% by 2017 

- Increase the number 

of hospitals and 

health centres with 

functional 

microscopes from 

55% to 100% by 

2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of health 

facilities offering 

BEOC from 60% to 

100% by 2017 

- Increase the 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

proportion of health 

facilities offering 

CEOC from 40% to 

100% by 2017 

Minimize 

exposure to health 

risk factors 

- Limited health 

education 

- Lack of sexual 

education 

- Substance abuse 

- Micronutrient 

deficiency 

- Lack of physical 

activity 

 

Poor food 

diversification 

Cultural beliefs 

Limited skills 

- Strengthen health 

promotion services 

- Reduce the 

proportion of 

population who 

smoke 

- Reduce the 

proportion of 

population 

consuming alcohol 

regularly 

- Increase the 

proportion of infants 

under 6 months on 

exclusive 

breastfeeding from 

27% to 40% by 2017 

- Proportion of 

households reached 

with health 

information 

- Support community health 

strategy 

- Mark local, national and 

international health days 

- Strengthen school health 

programmes 

- Community ACSM 

 

Strengthen 

collaboration 

with health 

related sectors  

- Lack of safe 

water 

- Poor sanitation 

and hygiene 

- Malnutrition 

- Inadequate 

pollution control 

- Inadequate of water 

and sewerage systems 

- Droughts 

- Poor ventilated 

traditional manyattas 

- Sociocultural practices 

- Lack of waste 

dumping sites 

- Inadequate electricity 

networks 

- Weak collaboration 

with other sectors 

- Adopt a óhealth in all 
related sectorsô policiesô 

approach 

Increase the 

proportion of 

population with 

access to safe 

water from 60% to 

85% by 2017 

Reduce the 

proportion of 

children under 

- Household water treatment 

- Treating of communal water 

sources 

- Support school health 

programmes 

- Support the activities of the 

sector stakeholder forum 

- Community ACSM targeting 

housing and feeding habits 

- Support therapeautic food 

programmes 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

- Poor housing 

sanitation 

- Weak school 

health 

programmes 

- Poor telephone 

connectivity 

- Poor road 

network 

Population 

management 

- Poor road maintenance  

Lack of clear 

curriculum on 

school health 

years of age who 

are stunted from 

22% to 5% by 

2017 

Reduce the 

proportion of 

children under five 

years of age who 

are underweight 

from 29% to 5% 

by 2017 

- Increase the 

proportion of houses 

with adequate 

ventilation from 65% 

to 80% by 2017 

Education Sector 

Education High illiteracy rate  Poor /inadequate 

educational facilities; 

Low transition rate 

from primary 

/secondary schools 

(47%);Low enrolment 

rate 56%;High dropout 

rate of 10% (primary) 

& 8% (in 

Secondary);Inadequate 

staff; Negative parental 

attitude towards 

Raise Literacy Level from 

65.2 to 70% 

Increase enrolment 

from current 56% to 

70%; Improve 

retention rate from 

47% to 60%; and 

Improve transition rate 

to 75%. 

Expand physical infrastructure; 

Human resource development; 

Enforce childrenôs Act; Create and 

sustain a bursary scheme; and 

Create community awareness on 

education. 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

education; Cultural 

practices (FGM, early 

marriages, moranism); 

and Low uptake of 

adult education. 

Public Administration and international Relations 

County 

Government  

Inadequate 

personnel 

Newly created  To recruit personnel for 

the County Government 

function  

To have fully 

operational 

departments by June 

2014  

Personnel audit; and Personnel 

gaps and need assessment. 

Finance  Low internet 

connectivity  

Distance from service 

providers 

To attain an all-time 

connectivity 

Provide backup 

connectivity 

Building infrastructure and 

enhance capacity of existing 

infrastructure 

Low revenue 

collection 

Unexploited sources of 

revenue, untrained 

personnel,  revenue 

leakages 

Maximise revenue 

collection, capacity 

building of  staff 

Assess county revenue 

potential and 

personnel capacity 

To enhance revenue collection, 

strengthen  monitoring and 

evaluation mechanism 

 accountability  Poor book keeping; 

Inadequate internal 

control; and Human 

manipulations. 

To enhance accountability   Proper book keeping; 

Put in place adequate 

internal controls; and 

Proper asset 

management. 

Human resource development; 

and Roll out IFMIS to sub-

counties.  

Planning  Poor coordination 

of development 

activities  

Inadequate 

facilitation(no vehicles, 

funding, office staff and 

equipment);Inadequate 

data for planning; and 

Duplication of funding. 

To attain high 

coordination of programs 

in the county 

Provide coordination 

on all programs in the 

county every year 

Provide funds to facilitate M&E 

for all programs; Staffing and 

equipping; and To empower 

communities to participate in 

development activities. 



Kajiado County Integrated Development Plan, 2013-2017 46 

 

Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

Unreliable data for 

planning 

Unsegregated data To avail reliable data for 

planning by June 2014 

Undertake baseline 

survey per sector 

Creation of reliable data base for 

the various levels of service 

delivery 

Social Protection Culture and Recreation 

Gender  gender imbalance ;  Cultural practices To increase gender 

equality 

Sensitize on 

importance of gender 

participation in 

development activities  

Include women in decision 

making/development roles; and 

Train women/men on gender 

issues. 

Discrimination of 

physically 

challenged. 

Socio-cultural practices Increase participation of 

PWDs   

- Increase advocacy 

for PWDs. 

Establish units/integration to cater 

for PWDs; and Improve 

infrastructure. 

Culture  Unexploited 

potentials on 

culture;  

Lack of proper 

marketing agency 

curios; and Poorly 

trained cultural groups 

officials. 

Empower over 75% of the 

youth population to be 

self-reliant. 

Create opportunities 

for over 75% of the 

youth (Training, 

Education, 

Employment and link 

them to credit). 

Promote exploitation of existing 

cultural practices  

Children   Increase in the 

number of OVCs. 

Breakdown of social 

fabric; Family 

negligence; and 

Increase in divorce and 

separation cases. 

Provide adequate care and 

support to the OVCs. 

Expand existing 

orphanages to cater for 

the OVCs. 

Lobby and advocate against child 

marriages; and Link youth to 

credit facilities. 

Governance Justice Law and Order 

Police High crime rate Low Police: population 

ratio; Unemployment; 

Inadequate vehicles for 

patrols; Poor road 

network; and Vastness 

of the County. 

To reduce crime rate by 

80% 

To reduce crime rate 

by 20% annually; To 

hasten cases 

conclusion or 

dispensation by 70%; 

and De-congestion in 

prisons. 

Build more police 

stations/post/patrol base; 

Adequate facilitation of the police 

(motor vehicles, fuel); Staffing 

(police officers); Increase the 

number of courts in all the sub 

counties; and Increase the number 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

of prisons in the county. 

Poor infrastructure Low funding To improve infrastructure Mobilise resources Mobilise resources 

Environmental Protection, Water and Natural Resources 

Environment Poor refuse waste 

management  

Poor land use planning; 

Inadequate equipmentôs 

and utilities; and Poor 

Enforcement. 

Efficient and effective 

solid waste management 

system to be developed 

Acquisition of land for 

waste management 

Allocation of funds; Planning; and 

Procure trucks and equipmentôs. 

Poor effluent waste 

management  

Inadequate sewerage 

and waste water 

drainage systems; and 

Poor enforcement. 

Development of a proper 

plan by county 

government to enhance 

sewage treatment 

To development a 

sewage treatment plant 

in each sub-county 

Private and public sector initiative 

and Enforcement of existing 

legislation. 

Environmental 

pollution  (air, 

water, land/soil, 

noise) 

Poor planning; 

Ignorance; Poor 

enforcement of the law; 

Population increase; 

and E-waste dumping. 

Enhanced enforcement of 

existing environmental 

laws; Education and 

public awareness; and 

Clean technology. 

Green economy; 

Education and 

awareness; and 

Conducting 

environmental days. 

Use of legal instruments for 

sustainable management of the 

environment  

Climate change Natural causes; 

anthropogenic causes  

Carbon markets; forestry 

development; green 

energy development  

Awareness creation  Implementation of the climate 

change response strategy; 

Enhancing knowledge and 

communication; and Reducing 

emissions from industries. 

Loss of 

biodiversity  

High demand for 

biological resources; 

Bio-prospecting; 

Globalization; 

Increased poverty 

levels; and High 

population growth. 

Enforcement of existing 

legislations; Education 

and awareness creation; 

and Public-private 

partnerships. 

Protecting game 

reserves and national 

parks; and 

Gazettement of 

proposed management 

plans. 

Strengthening the existing 

institutional frameworks for the 

Conservation of Biological 

Diversity; and Formulate 

workable land use policies. 

Water and Lack of adequate, Inadequate and Provide adequate water Enhance water Improve water catchment; 
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Sub Sector Issues Causes Development objectives Immediate 

Objectives 

Strategies 

Irrigation  reliable and safe 

water for human, 

livestock and 

irrigation 

unreliable rainfall; 

Insufficient ground 

water; and Inadequate 

water for irrigation. 

for domestic and 

irrigation use  

harvesting for 

livestock, domestic 

and irrigation use; 

Increase irrigated land; 

and Reduction of the 

current average 

walking distance to 

watering points. 

Strengthen water quality 

monitoring; Community 

empowerment on water resource 

management; and operation and 

maintenance of water 

infrastructure. 

Sanitation  Prevalence of 

sanitation related 

diseases; Lack of 

sewerage system in 

major towns 

Lack of adequate safe 

and clean water; and 

High rate of Open 

defecation. 

Provide safe and clean 

water; and Awareness 

creation on safe waste 

disposal. 

Implement 

Community Led Total 

Sanitation programme  

Triggering villages for ODF 

villages; Construction of public 

toilets; and Water purification 

initiatives. 
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CHAPTER THREE:   

 

 

COUNTY SPATIAL FRAME WORK  
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3.0 Introduction 

This chapter highlights the spatial planning framework to be employed by the county and 

also displays the necessary coordination between various sectors, e.g. transport networks 

and their relationship to agricultural production and markets; industrial areas and energy 

projects that supply them; zoning of urban-versus-rural areas; public facilities and private 

developments.  

3.1 Overview 

The spatial plan aims to achieve optimal and sustainable spatial distribution by stirring up 

regional competitiveness to ensure full resource exploitation.  This will in turn lead to the 

realization of strong global and national economic development that will help improve the 

quality of environment and life of Kajiado citizens in general as envisaged in Vision 2030. 

Specific challenges that the Plan will address include: population and demographic 

dynamics, environmental issues including land use patterns, inter-regional imbalances, 

resource-use conflicts, urbanization and human settlements, governance and related 

challenges identified in the planning process, poverty and rural development. 

3.2 Physical Infrastructure Development  

 

The county is strategically located to offer great opportunity for social-economic growth and 

development. Development of the physical infrastructure provides the required support to 

the growth of all the sectors.  

 

Investment in roads is a concurrent function between the county and national government 

hence collaboration and prioritization of this sector is key. The county is served with five 

major tarmac roads namely Emali-Loitokitok, Namanga-Athi River, Magadi-Mbagathi, 

Kiserian-Ngong-Karen and Isinya-Kiserian roads. The later is in a dilapidated state and 

requires rehabilitation. The other road network includes earth and gravel roads which require 

regular maintenance.  

 

Urban Development  

With increased urbanization, there will be need for opening of new and expansion of 

existing roads including vehicular movement patterns, opening of bus parks, location of 

truck terminals and parking lots. The county needs to plan for wholesale markets, jua kali 

sheds, micro stall for youth enterprises in key towns, open air markets and water & sewerage 

system.  Development of infrastructure within livestock markets to provide adequate 

working environment for traders will be key.  

Zonal development plans for the various urban areas shall be prepared as stipulated in the 

urban areas and cities Act, 2011. Zonal Plans shall indicate the areas to be declared for re-

planning or redevelopment, and conservation areas. Further, the plans will provide guidance 
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to the residents of Kajiado County and potential investors and developers in various sectors, 

on which areas to acquire land for their specific as all areas within the County will be 

mapped and pre-zoned into nodes including as; agricultural, residential (high, low and 

medium), industrial, commercial, conservation areas among others. The county is well 

endowed with industries mostly located in Kajiado North and East Sub counties.  

 

The county has seven airstrips distributed in the five sub counties. These facilities will be 

improved and  proper infrastructure put in place for maximum utilization.  

 

Map 1: Transport network  

 
 

Investment in information communication and technology will enhance attainment of  

development agenda. This will be strengthened through integration of government services 

and quality monitoring and assurance. In addition, electricity and mobile connectivity are a 

critical component supporting development in all sectors. 
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Water Resources 

Kajiado is categorised as a water scarce county. There are few permanent rivers, shallow 

wells, protected springs, dams, water pans, boreholes, and un-protected springs. Most of the 

rivers are seasonal hence not reliable and ground water is available although it contains high 

salt levels making it unsafe for drinking. There is very high demand for fresh water 

especially in major urban towns. Springs from Nkuruman escarpments provide water for 

irrigation in the area.  

The Tsavo River with its main tributaries Nolturesh, Magoine and Rombo, which flows 

from the eastern slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro, provides water to Loitokitok Sub-county. This 

river is perennial in the upper parts. Ngong Hills springs also provide water in some parts of 

Ngong and Kiserian towns.  

Map 3: County Water Resources and Distribution  
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Land use 

The county land use is a function of various factors. These include: location, ecological 

factors, geology and cultural factors. The four aspects combine to determine the 

geographical spread of land use activities in the county. In the recent past, land use has had 

three key drivers. These are population, proximity to Nairobi and road corridors. Whereas 

population affects the size of land units, proximity to Nairobi dictates preference for land 

use and perceived economic gains. Road corridors on the other have created vantage 

opportunities that influence urbanization.  

Land fronting key transport corridors is slowly and consistently undergoing transformation. 

Without clear policies to regulate, key practices that sustain the county economy run the risk 

of extinction. The plan period shall prepare policy guidelines to guide land use and enhance 

rational use of space. 




















































































































































































































































































































