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EMPOWERING COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKERS IN
THE FIGHT AGAINST COVID19
The Council of Governors Chairman, H.E. Hon. Martin Wambora, on 27th
April, 2021 ﬂagged oﬀ the distribution of PPEs consignment worth, Ksh.
100 million consisting of; 10 million face masks and 164,000 face shields
to counties. These are to be utilized by 100,000 Community Health
Workers (CHWs) across the 47 Counties over a period of three months.
This was a donation by COVID-19 Action Fund for Africa, Lwala
Community Alliance and Living Goods as part of their strategy to
enhance response measures by CHWS to COVID-19 pandemic.
During the event, H.E Wambora alongside the Health Committee
Chairperson H.E Prof. Anyang' Nyong'o, reiterated that both levels of
Government have continued to channel resources towards the ﬁght
against COVID-19 despite the current ﬁnancial constraints. Governor
Wambora called upon all citizens to be vigilant and strictly adhere to the
preventive measures.
“As you are aware, the COVID-19 pandemic continues to be a serious
health issue. It is therefore paramount that all Kenyans exercise caution
and observe the COVID-19 protocols as provided. In this regard, the two
levels of government together with sector stakeholders, will continue
to invest heavily through strengthening of health systems to ensure
that Kenyans receive COVID-19 related services when required. This
includes; Testing, Treatment and Vaccination,” said Governor
Wambora.
In the weekly address to the media on County Governments response
to the pandemic, H.E. Prof. Anyang' Nyong'o said County Governments
will embark on an advocacy programme to enlighten members of the
public on the importance of being vaccinated. He however cautioned
that, Kenyans who have been vaccinated are ﬂouting COVID-19
regulations. “There is an emerging trend where some individuals who
have been vaccinated are no longer observing the COVID-19 measures
due to the misguided notion that the vaccine guarantees immunity of
contracting the virus, " he said.
According to Governor Nyong'o, County Governments have been able
to address the issue of isolation, ICU and HDU beds, despite Counties
recording an increase in COVID-19 infections.
“To avoid a policy paralysis that has been witnessed in other countries,
all the 47 County Governments will take a proactive approach towards
the ﬁght against COVID-19. To this end, Counties will issue weekly
situational reports on the status of caseload, measures taken and
interventions put in place. Further, counties will also undertake drills to
prepare for the worst-case scenario,” he added.
Speaking at the ﬂagging oﬀ, Co-CEO, Lwala Community Alliance Mr.
Julius Mbeya assured the Council of the institution's support in ensuring
that CHWs are prioritized in not only COVID-19 response but in all
County health initiatives.
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The Country Director for Living Goods in Kenya, Mr. Thomas Onyango,
on his part thanked the Council of Governors for the leadership and
partnership. In his remarks Mr. Onyango said, “We look forward to
continue working with County Governments in integrating Community
Healthcare Workers in the workforce to ensure transformation of
primary healthcare at the community level.”

PANDA MITI, BORESHA MAISHA:
DEVOLUTION STAKEHOLDERS LAUNCH A 2 MILLION TREE GROWING INITIATIVE
The Council of Governors and other key stakeholders planning for the Devolution Conference launched the 2 Milllion tree growing initiative on
Friday, 30th April, 2021 at Kwanzambu Dam, Machakos County and at Entarara forest in Kajiado County.
This is a precursor event to the 7th and ﬁnal Annual Devolution Conference whose theme is: 'Multi-level Governance for Climate Action – Subnational mobilization in unlocking the full potential of climate action during and after Pandemics' to be held on 23rd to 26th August, 2021 in Makueni
County. In line with the theme, County Governments have commenced a tree growing campaign in an eﬀort to mitigate the eﬀects of climate
change. The Council believes that the word “growing” as opposed to “planting” marks the fact that the exercise is for nurturing the trees not just
planting them and walking away.
“As the Council of Governors, we have taken up the challenge to plant 2 million trees before the Devolution Conference. We urge all Kenyans to join
us and plant trees so that we can improve our forest cover,” said H.E Wilber Ottichillo.
Speaking during the Tree growing event held in Machakos County, Kericho Governor, H.E Prof. Paul Chepkwony lauded the eﬀorts by County
Governments and partners in coming up with this initiative geared towards climate action in Kenya.
“This is a demonstration of a collective resolve amongst all County Governments towards the realization of 10% forest cover which currently stands
at 7.14% nationally according to KFS baseline report of 2015, an increase from 6.99% as a result of intergovernmental collaboration,” said H.E Prof
Chepkwony.
Currently, Machakos County forest cover stands at 3.35 %. The County has been engaged in a rigorous tree growing exercise that has seen up to
127,000 tree seedlings grown across the county. During the launch, more than 2500, trees seedlings were grown.
“Machakos County forest cover stands at 3.35%, I urge all residents of Machakos to take up the challenge and plant more trees. Trees are very
important in our livelihoods. Today, as we launch this exercise, we will give seedlings to everyone present to plant back at home,” said Governor
Alfred Mutua.
Kajiado County, through various initiatives has continued to grow trees in a bid to increase their forest cover which currently stands at 7.1% from the
previous 3.6% reported in 2013.
“We have made tremendous improvement on our forest cover but we still have a lot to do to achieve the National target of 10% forest cover. Our aim
is to surpass this target,” said Kajiado Governor, H.E Joseph Ole Lenku.
Speaking during the same event, Hon. Eugene Wamalwa, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Devolution, Arid and Semi-Arid Lands called upon all County
Governments to put in place strategies including enacting policies and laws on Environment, Climate Change and Forestry. Additionally, he urged
counties to set aside a percentage in their budget speciﬁcally for climate change adaptation and mitigation.
“I urge County Governments to pass policies and laws that will prioritize climate action initiatives. As we launch the 2 million trees initiative, I would
like to call upon all Counties to put more eﬀort towards tree growing to achieve the national target of 10% forest cover,” said Hon. Wamalwa.
To encourage more people to plant more trees and conserve forests, both the National and County Governments should come up with a strategy to
incentivize environment conservation.
“I urge the National Government to come up with a strategy that will incentivize forest conservation. This can be achieved through carbon credits
where the individuals that contribute to conservation get something in return such as free electricity, cooking gas among others,” said H.E Francis
Kimemia.
The need for collaboration and cooperation while undertaking the tree growing campaign cannot be underscored. The National and County
Governments are at the fore front in drumming up support for the tree growing initiative. With concerted eﬀort from all partners and well-wishers,
County Governments will achieve their target to grow more than 2 million trees.
The President of the republic of Kenya, H.E Uhuru Kenyatta is expected to crown this great initiative when he grows the 2 millionth tree on 24th
August, 2021 at Makueni Boys' High School, Makueni County during the oﬃcial opening of the 7th and ﬁnal Annual Devolution Conference.
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COG HOSTS CONVERSATION ON INTEGRATING
INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE IN CLIMATE ACTION
The Council of Governors held a webinar on Tuesday 13th April 2021 under the sub-theme, “Enlivening and integrating indigenous knowledge in
climate action at the subnational level in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic”. The objective of the webinar was to deliberate on sustainable
solutions that can be drawn from indigenous knowledge to address climate change in the COVID-19 period as a build-up to the Devolution
Conference to be held from 23rd to 26th August 2021. The webinar attracted participants from National Government Agencies and Departments,
County Governments, Academia and Research Institutions, Civil Society Organisations, Indigenous Communities and the overall public, translating
to over 500 participants. The webinar created a platform for participants to discuss, share experiences and ideas and approaches that can be
adopted to promote the integration of indigenous knowledge into climate action.
The event was graced by H.E. Prof. Paul Chepkwony, the Governor for Kericho County and Chairman of the Resource Mobilisation and ICT
Committee of the Council of Governors. It was moderated by Mr. Mwaniki Mageria and executed through a panel of 5 well-experienced panelists
from various backgrounds. In his opening remarks, the Governor noted that the Webinar had come at a very critical time when it is crucial to see the
infusion of traditional knowledge and modern technologies in climate action since not all countries can deal with the impact of climate change using
sophisticated technology. In this regard, such countries can draw climate change solutions from available indigenous knowledge. Capitalizing on
traditional knowledge can lead to the development of eﬀective mitigation and adaptation strategies that are cost-eﬀective, participatory and
sustainable.
During the deliberations, it emerged that some Counties are already integrating indigenous knowledge in their climate action programs. For
example Tugen Hills & Elgeyo Hills Meteorological Departments in Elgeyo Marakwet County works with wazee (community elders) who observe the
stars, the moon and the direction of the hills' shadows to predict the weather. These predictions are then utilized by the Meteorological
Department's forecast. “The wazee had long predicted global warming”, said the Hon. Abraham Barsosio, the CECM in charge of Environment in
Elgeyo Marakwet County.
What emerged from the webinar is that Kenya is not short of a policy and
legislative framework on indigenous knowledge. However, poor
implementation of the policies and laws is slowing down the scaling up
of indigenous knowledge into beneﬁcial value chains and innovations.
The Ministry of Sports, Heritage and Culture through the National
Museums of Kenya is working collaboratively with County Governments
to build capacity on documentation of Indigenous Knowledge
associated assets and facilitate registration of the same in the National
Digital Repository. It was encouraging that both levels of government
are willing to work together to enliven indigenous knowledge in climate
action projects and programs. The Council will work with stakeholders to
follow up on implementation of the resolutions.
For resolutions visit:www.maarifa.cog.go.ke
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WOMEN AND PROPERTY:
AMPLIFYING WOMEN'S VOICES
Did you know that women with titled land account for only 1.62% of the total population in Kenya in contrast to their male counterparts who make up
a whopping 97.76% of land ownership? This is according to statistics recorded for the titling period 2013 – 2017. If these ﬁgures are anything to go by,
there are glaring disparities in land and property ownership across the two genders.
Speaking during the virtual meeting held on Friday 16th April 2021 to discuss matters on women and property, Kenya Lands Alliance Chief Executive
Oﬃcer (CEO) Ms. Faith Alubbe emphasized on two key issues: the need to undertake intensive lobbying and advocacy eﬀorts for land laws and
policies in Kenya; and the push for meaningful and eﬀective public
participation when formulating land-related policies. Council of
Governors Chief Executive Oﬃcer (CEO), Ms. Jacqueline Mogeni, MBS,
who hosted the event, reiterated that such eﬀorts were crucial in
guaranteeing secure and equitable access to land in Kenya. She added
that land access and ownership were crucial in gaining entry to markets
and improving the standards of living for women.
While there have been tremendous advancements in the land reforms
sector, women are facing a myriad of challenges in enforcing their rights
to use, own, manage and dispose oﬀ land and property in Kenya. These
challenges are attributed to a number of factors including but not
limited to lack of awareness and access to information on women's land
rights as enshrined in the Kenyan Constitution. There are various
legislative frameworks that provide for equitable and sustainable
management of land in Kenya. Among them is the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),
Maputo Protocol, Law of Succession Act, Prevention of Domestic
Violence Act, 2015, Marriage Act, 2013 and the Land Value (Amendment)
Act 2019. Enacted 8 years ago, the Matrimonial Property Act, 2013 has
transformed the institutional framework for land and property rights. It
has accorded women new rights and reinforced equality on all that
pertains to matrimonial property.
Secondly, there are retrogressive cultural practices, especially in the
rural areas, where patriarchal traditions and community justice systems
often override national legislation. Culture is an important part of who
we are as Kenyans, however, we need to be cautious of customary
practices that are truly an injustice to women and girls in our
communities. All genders should be aﬀorded equal rights to land and
property within the perimeters of the law. Other notable barriers to
women's land and property rights include historical biases, skewed
compensation initiatives, multiplicity of laws, ineﬀective enforcement
and implementation of existing laws as well as the absence of political
goodwill. Lengthy and stressful legal processes coupled with a backlog
of cases in our judiciary also deter most women from taking any legal
action against those infringing on their property rights.
The key note speaker, Ms. Faith Alubbe emphasized that achieving
equality in land and property rights requires a multifaceted approach.
She noted that it's high time that diﬀerent stakeholders pool together
to create interactive forums where women can be educated on their
property rights. Leaders at all levels need to support women seeking
legal redress over matrimonial property and encourage empowerment
of women to ﬁght for their rights. All the relevant stakeholders at both
levels of government need to collaborate and cooperate to promote
equality in land and property rights with the goal of achieving the rights
enshrined in the Constitution.
Knowledge sharing and dissemination, assessment and documentation
of the execution of legal provisions need to be factored in the
formulation of responsive strategies that will ultimately lead to the
socio-economic development of all Kenyans, their gender
notwithstanding.
In her concluding remarks she cautioned women to note that “the law
has no emotions” and so women were asked to separate emotional
love matters from legal right to ownership of land to safeguard their
interest in land.
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